
Fun for Everyone—Ages 9-90!  

 

Despite threats of rain, the weather was perfect for the 4th Annual 

Bocce Festival. It almost seemed the skies cleared just for us. This 

year’s festival had more participants than ever before. Players ages 

9 to 90 years old made up 30 bocce teams competing for the Sa-
maritan’s Cup, or possibly the Last Place team medal. Either way, 

no one left without having 

a great time, many laughs, 

and a delicious meal. 
 

The revenue generated by 

the Bocce Festival 

(almost $5,000) goes a 
long way toward support-

ing all the Samaritans 

Programs. Our deepest 
thanks go to all those who 

played, donated, spon-

sored, coordinated, and 

volunteered to make this 
day such a resounding 

success. 
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Samaritan Care Packages 
 

In an effort to address the needs of survivors who 
have lost someone to suicide, Samaritans have 

added another component to its Safe Place pro-

gram – Samaritan Care Packages. 

 

As many survivors of suicide loss begin to pro-

cess their grief, they often realize they have nu-
merous questions. Through grant funding, and the 

fundraising efforts of Dave Wilson and his Fal-

mouth Road Race sponsorships, Samaritan Care 
Packages are now available for survivors of sui-

cide loss in order to provide resources to help 

them on their healing journey. Our goal is to en-

courage survivors to take care of themselves, stay 
connected, and know that their community cares 

about them.   

 

To date, over 80 packages have been distributed. 

Care Packages are available free of charge and 

can be requested by calling the Samaritans office. 
Individuals can make personal requests, or order 

a package to be sent to someone in need. 

New Leadership 
 

After more than three years of dedication to the Samaritans, Maura Wilson is stepping down as Executive Director. Un-

der her leadership, the Samaritans experienced tremendous growth in programming and financial stability. We are grate-

ful for her past service, as well as her continued volunteer commitment to our Safe Place, Crisis Line, and Senior out-

reach programs. Maura, and all of her contributions, were recognized at a volunteer Pot Luck lunch as well as a Board-

sponsored dinner earlier this fall.  All of the Samaritans wish her well as she enjoys more time with her family in this 

next chapter of life. 

 

 

Stephanie Kelly, who served beside Maura as Assistant Director this year, has made a seamless transition into the Exec-

utive Director role. Stephanie’s expertise collaborating with community groups, volunteers, and donors is invaluable to 

our work. And we are thrilled to have her serve in this new capacity. 

 

 

As Maura Wilson transitioned from Director to volunteer, Jessica McHugh transitioned 

from volunteer to Assistant Director!  Jessica has been a volunteer on the Crisis Line 

since February of last year. She brings with her twelve years professional experience 

working for local, national, and international non-profit organizations and over twenty 

years of experience as a volunteer. Her career has included working as Project Manager 

of an AmeriCorps program and Business Manager at the American Red Cross. Her pri-

mary expertise and passion is with community outreach initiatives, volunteer program 

management, online communications, and program development. Jessica’s enthusiasm 

for volunteerism and her belief that every individual has the power to make positive 

change make her the perfect fit for her new role with Samaritans. Welcome, Jessica!  



Samaritan Suicide Preven-

tion Training for Gate-

keepers of Older Adults 
 
The Samaritans have received a 

grant to develop and present a 

training for community members 
who come into contact with sen-

iors through their personal, pro-

fessional, or volunteer lives.  
Three regional trainings will be 

offered and, upon completion, 

attendees will have improved 

their ability to: 
 

*Understand suicide risk in  

 older adults 

*Develop strategies for early 
intervention and preven-

tion; and 

*Differentiate between methods 
 of responding to varying 

levels of risk. 

 

The training will build relation-
ships with elder service providers, 

promote a holistic approach to 

service delivery, require individu-
als and organizations to work in 

partnership, and provide effective 

and appropriate early intervention 

strategies. 
 

Thank you to the Community 

Health Network Area 27 (CHNA 
27) for providing funding for the 

development of this important 

community education project. 
 

If you are interested in attending 

a training, please contact the Sa-

maritan Office for more infor-
mation.  

 

 

TO CONTACT SAMARITANS: 

Office Line: 508-548-7999 

Crisis Lines: 508-548-8900 or 

1-800-893-9900 

ccsamaritans@verizon.net 

www.capesamaritans.org 

Grant awards  

 

We deeply appreciate the                

generosity and partnership of the 

following funders: 
 

Eastern Bank 
 

Falmouth Fund  

of Cape Cod Foundation 
 

The Edward Bangs Kelley and 

Elza Kelley Foundation 
 

Massachusetts  

Department of Public Health 
 

The C. Northrop Pond and  

Alethea Marder Pond  

Foundation 
 

Woods Hole Foundation 
 

Program Highlights 
 

Senior Outreach – Our Senior Outreach program continues to grow with refer-

rals from many Cape Councils on Aging, physicians’ offices, neighborhood or-

ganizations and by seniors who self-refer.  Our Samaritan-trained volunteers 
accept incoming calls to our crisis lines and make outgoing calls to seniors par-

ticipating in the program.  It is often hard to tell who enjoys the calls more – the 

volunteers or the senior participants!  If you are interested in making a large 
impact with a minimal time commitment, please call Stephanie at the Samari-

tans office for more information about becoming a Senior Outreach volunteer. 

 

Safe Place  -- Survivor support groups are held in three locations each month – 

Falmouth, Hyannis, and on Nantucket.  Meeting facilitators are all survivors 

and, therefore, truly understand the unique grief that accompanies losing a loved 

one to suicide.  If you are interested in more information about the groups, 
please call the Samaritans office for dates, times, and locations. 

 

Crisis Lines – Call numbers continue to increase and, with this growth, the need 

for adequate volunteer coverage becomes more crucial.  We have been very suc-

cessful over the last several trainings in building our volunteer base and hope to 

continue to do so in the coming months.  Many of our volunteers have ex-

pressed that answering the crisis lines is the most rewarding volunteer work 

they have ever done.  Listening is a simple, yet incredibly effective, way to let 

someone know that you care.  Contact the Samaritans office to explore this re-

warding volunteer opportunity. 


